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INTRODUCTION. 


^HE following pages contain ;i list of i1h' terms used in India 
* to denote insects, mainlv tlmse <lestrnctive to crops. 
Tlie words used have been derived from a mimber of sources ; 
mainly they are extracted from the reports ol insects injurious 
to crops sent in by District Oltlcers in all parts of this country ; 
in those cases, we have been able to identify tin' inseets ae~ 
tually referred to. A large part lias been derived from Indian 
ifiuseum Notes ; some from District (dizetU'ers ; otliers have 
been contributed by my staff and by tlie Jhitomolopical Assist- 
ants of the Provincial Agricmltnral i)('partmcnts. Pen* those* 
of the United Provinces, 1 am mdehted to AV. JI. Aloivlaiul, 
Esep, Director of Agricidtnre, who liad a list of jjames 

compiled some years ago and kindly placed it at my disposal. 

The rendering into Kngljsh characters of the diffeient 
vernacular terms has been done by members of mv stall and 
others; the work being compiled by iipy assistant, (k 1{. Diitt. 
The list is naturally very jJU'ompleto and takes ]io acconiiT of 
terms used by the inhabitants of jnngh‘ atid forest tracts but 
only of those used in the agricultural areas from which our 
reports are derived. 

It is no easy matter to secure sjtecinums in an identifiable 
condition wdtli also thc^ local term used for them : generally 
speaking, terms are used in India as vagnely as they are else- 
where ; H klfd or a pochi is an insect ; a Idl-l/rd. is a red insect ; 
a kanibiU-pochi a wamlly insect ; but we have attemptf'd to 
reduce then; to the meaning most common or most easily 
applicable to crop pests. 



IV INTRODUCrioy, 

The intention of the bulletin is to provide some means !,f 
connecting an insect known by a distinct vernacular word vkh 
an account of it in the current available literature so that auv 
one finding a pha-pha injuring padd}’ may be able to look up 
what a pha-phf( is and does in Indian Insect l^ests or other 
publications of this Department. To that end we have given, 
a reference to the available literature. 

I shall be grateful for further information, especially for 
general terms used to describe such general classes of insects 
as bees, buttertlios, beetles, etc., and for terms used for such 
injurious insects as borers, crickets, grassho|)pers, caterpillars 
and the like ; if also w'C can secure actual specimens with tlie 
name under wdiicli it goes, we may reasonably hope that the 
next edition of tliis bulletin will be more complete and satis- 
factory. 

A fresh ami mure coniplote edition of Indian Insect Pests 
will be retpiired shortlv ; a fresh edition of this bulletin with 
references to that new edition wTIl also be required and 1 shali 
be very grateful for further teritis, for suggestions, criticisms 
and (au'rectLons if those who use this hulletin will be so good 
astosend tliem. Instructions asto the best means of sending 
specimens are for tliis reason appended and I would appeal 
for assistance in making this bulletin a really useful wairking 
list of terms used in all districts of India. 
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Note to Index 


Two ohjects have been kept iti view in preparing this index, first. 
to filpliabetieally arrange all tie' Seieni ifle tuniies oJi insects tliat havi' lietni 
mentioned in tiii.s bulletin, giving rcderenee to the juiges of eiirren! avail • 
able literature puldished by tins IJepartnient . in wiiieli an aee(mnl of 
these in.sects appears. Stcaitd, to facilitate the work' of ascertaining 
different vernacular names of a jiaiiicnlai' insei't, bearing a. parfienhii' 
seieidific name. Kor instancr. iuixame desiT-ingto Ivjiow about (aindlii - 
paka wilitiiid on referring to this IniUetin iha! GanJlujioka is.Ac/h^co/ so 
varicornis- On tnrning to tliis uulex la^ \m 11 h arn Ironi eoluinn _ that an 
accornt of this insia-t is <j'i\'en in ; - 

J. 'Vltidi;in fnseet INstsm pjn IMi-llb. 

'J. " Indian Insect Ljfe.'* pp. 

■“>. ‘ ■ Meinoii s of the 1 fi'paii nient (I Agrieiiltnie ni Inda. \<1. 1, 
Xo, i!. p, d-'tb, " ( hait(tiii"h>g)ca! Ser ies.) 

I. '■ .Memoirs of 1 he Department of Agrn nit me in Inda. \ol. II, 
No. 1." 

('(dunm b will t(‘ll him that on page'. .‘5, ■'>, 7. lb. 15. L :!!. dS ,te.. 
of tliis bulletin j dilfei'ent \eriiaeuiar lianas-^ oj tins in.seet will b(‘ hiund. 


Abbreviations used. 


3. I. 1. P. 
g. 1. J, L. . 

;}. A. J. T. . 

1. .Mom. I). .\g. ;i. . 


JJull.Xu. 7 of HiiiT 


(). Bull, X(l. 1 nf PtilS 
7. Bull, Xo. g of PHUi 


" Tii<li;iii ItiSfvl IVst.s. ' 

■ ‘ Jusort Lit<'. 

■' Tlic Agrii-iillutal .foiu iuil of liulia.” 

■ ■ -Moiuuirt; (>1 t he l)c)iai'tiiu iit ol Aui'l uitu lo in huli.i ’’ 

(KlltlilUuin^if.ll Sf-l’ios). 

" .\ ]UTliinii!;M-v ;i( < uiirit ut ita* Iblia.L' l-lics iH ladiii,'’ 
1UU7. 

" .Note, ' (111 ( nliuii ill l!oli;ir ill plat. 

'• An (liuhieak urCianui tV^ts in tlio I’m j;il.i, lliar*.’’ 
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Directions for Sending Insect Specimens. 

^Vhenever possible, a pleiilihil supply of both living anti preserved 
insects should be sent, in all stages. 

Livino SPKCiMENs should l)e sent under, as far as j)ossihl(>. natural 
conditions, with a supj)lv of food and some ])rovisi()ii foraii’ if the journey 
will ucciipv more than twentx -four hours, Jf the insect lives in tire 
ground, it may be sent iiisliglitlv moist earth. Ecery care slioiild l>e 
taken in packing, so that the insects cajmot be criisJual or injiii’ed by any 
shaking of the contents of the ])ackage. If (pianthii's of green leaves 
■or other parts of plants are packed, ample veiitilatJon must he allowed 
to check I'ermcntation and deca\'. iavjug .specimens should ]iut be sent 
in tightly soldered this, as they aie injiuH'd hy the force that must be used 
to open tlie tin. 

Pre.skrveL) SPECJMEX^^.- All soft-bodied insect^, such as calerpjllars. 
may be prescu'ved in weak sj)irits or whiskey. Such arc best birwardi'd 
in a small bottle, but they may also be soaked in spiiit lor iw<i da vs, 
and sent in blotting paper soaked in spirit, in a tight boA or lim 

Hard insects, .sucli as beetles, may be wrapped hi soli pajicr. They 
should not be pinned and should be so |iackxl as not to roll alKUit. In 
case of long distances, the insects should be diied first, as iliey are likely 
to mould, or else naphtlialine. or blotting paper soaked in carlHilk-.' may 
be placed m the package with rliem, Ihitterilies and moth, s can Iji- 
rcadilv killed by pinching tlnmi bilow the insertion of the wing.s. Tlieir 
wingfs sliould tlien be folded back over the body, ami the insect pia{;ed 
flat in a small envelope or foid ol papem 

Insects should never be packed in contact witli cotton wool. Pajier 
sliould be placed between the insect and tiie cotton wool. Scale insecis, 
aphidiu, and other small insects art' most leadily sent on tlicir lood plant 
in small boxes or tins. 

A good supply of spechiieiis should be sent, a.s jii manv cases a few 
of each sex have to bo foi'warded to Europe lor identification. i\ In n 
specimens are sent with a request for iiifuimation, it is (.b'sirable to gi\'c 
as many particular, s as possible concerning tlicir occuiTciicc. etc. ; this is 
(Mutdij necemrij where it is desired to obtain recommendations as tu 
dealing with crop pests. i,See pagoxvii.l 

It fs dcdrablv to send speerniens h/f die ijineliest incihod iirnduble, as an 
extru dap iiKti/ I'dI nil the Ut'ifaj mseds ; pai'cels ai fice luora 
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DIKKCTTONS, ETC. 


Hj^rdthf tj tfiit'rfjtsft'rt'd. (nid // is td'ratjs dcairtibU^ f<f fhia office how 

tho .'ipenturos ore stoit. so tj/ot fhcir dvhvei')j jrooi the p'tst (office here nuifj 
he expedited. There shoidd fdtruifH be o .dip of paper bmde the parccJ on 
v'hieh t:< urititu the forofttp from mhotee the iHsects come, the name or 
de.^itfiiotifjn of the snider, and the number and d((te of the covermj letter. 
It IS otheni'ise tinpossihJe to ii.seerUtiH mhieh parcel heloiujf^ to each leUer 
lehen .serend ore receiird bnjether, ludes.i, as rerij rarely happens, the post 
marks art' .sfitl Jeyihb'. 

Specimens should be forwarded to the Imperial Entomologist^ 
Agricultural Eesearch Institute, Pusa, Darbhanga, Bengal (Rail- 
way Station Waini, B. & N.-W. Railway), 
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JXl'OKMATIOX RKQUII^KI). 

Locality. 

Vernacnlar ivajnc of ins^ccj , 

Name of plant. 

Date of oooinienconicor (jf attack or of first notice of it. 

Xa t iir e of i o j ur t o ] )1 a nt . 

Proportion of crop damaged or amount of injury done. 

Extent of tlic ravages of tire insect or of its o('currenc<‘. 

Previous occurrence in same or previous years. 

Wfat remedies are appli«'(l by cult i vat or, s. 

Any fact known of its lilk histurv; c.r/., wliere tlie eggs are laid, wliere 
the did'erent stages are passed, time of emergence of piadect insect. et<-. 


Any other information available. 
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